
DECEMBER 24 • JESUS’ GRAND RECONCILIATION 
 
Read aloud Colossians 1:15-23 

1:15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by him all things 
were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17And he is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. 18And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19For in him 
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.  
21And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22he has now 
reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and 
above reproach before him, 23if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting 
from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under 
heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 

 

Devotional Thoughts 

Again, Paul writes to fellow believers about Jesus. It is important to understand 
just who Jesus is. He is not merely a good man, a great teacher, a master of ethics 
who taught us to love one another. Jesus is God, come to us, incredibly, in human 
flesh. What does this mean? 

Jesus has made the invisible God visible to us. He is the firstborn, the rightful 
inheritor of all creation, which means he is the reason creation exists. Everything 
was created by him, through him, and for him. He stands at the start and the 
finish of everything that exists. He is the point of origin and the goal of us all. He 
is the one who created the church. Every true church that exists belongs to Jesus, 
and is the result of his work, not the work of any man. 

He is the firstborn of the new creation. One day Jesus will return to judge all 
humankind from every age of human history. He will consign those who have 
rejected him to eternal death and will claim those who belong to him for eternal 
glory with him. He will bring about new heavens and a new earth. His 
resurrected body is the first tiny bit of this fallen creation that has been fully 
redeemed. The restoration of all creation began with his resurrected body, which 
is now at the right hand of the Father in glory. 

God’s fullness dwells in Jesus, and through Jesus God has reconciled everything. 
Sin broke our communion with God and with one another. It plunged all of 
creation into chaos and hostility. Jesus, by his death on the cross, came to 
reconcile and redeem an entire creation at war. 

He has reconciled human beings, who were enemies of God and everything 
around them. Because of Jesus, we no longer need to hate, we no longer need to 
be at war with everyone around us. We can learn to love God, to love one 



another. He is in the process of transforming us, bringing us to a point of 
standing blameless, beyond reproach, purified and made anew in him. Jesus 
wants to restore everything that was broken in all creation when Adam and Eve 
first sinned. He wants to fix all that Sin has broken in each of our lives and 
hearts, bringing healing and transformation to our hearts. 

As you pray, recognize that Jesus came to redeem and restore all that is broken in 
all of creation, in this world, and in your life. 


